1673-77] MARQUETTE'S FIRST VOYAGE 89

for This undertaking Sieur Jolyet, whom they
considered very fit for so great an enterprise; and
they were well pleased that Father Marquette should
be of the party.?

They were not mistaken in the choice that they
made of Sieur Jolyet, For he is a young man, born
in this country, who possesses all the qualifications
that could be desired for such an undertaking. He
has experience and Knows the Languages spoken in
the Country of the Outaouacs, where he has passed
several years. He possesses Tact and prudence,
which are the chief qualities necessary for the
success of a voyage as dangerous as it is difficult.
Finally, he has the Courage to dread nothing where
everything is to be Feared. Consequently, he has
fulfilled all The expectations entertained of him; and
if, after having passed through a thousand dangers,
he had not unfortunately been wrecked in the very
harbor, his Canoe having upset below sault st. Louys,
near Montreal,— where he lost both his men and his
papers, and whence he escaped only by a sort of
Miracle,—nothing would have been left to be desired
in the success of his Voyage.

SECTION 1IST. DEPARTURE OF FATHER JACQUES
MARQUETTE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF THE GREAT
RIVER CALLED BY THE SAVAGES MISSISIPI,
WHICH LEADS TO NEW MEXICO.

HE feast of The IMMACULATE CONCEPTION of the
BLESSED VIRGIN — whom I have always Invoked

since I have been in this country of the outaouacs,
to obtain from God the grace of being able to visit
the Nations who dwell along the Missisipi River —
was precisely the Day on which Monsieur Jollyet



